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earlier and cruder associations had by time been
mellowed. Knight-errantry expressed itself in careers
like that of Stukeley, in expeditions like those of Drake
and Baleigh. Lancelot's and Tristram's love had passed
through the crucible of the Italian poets.

Sidney's piety was that of the Reformation, now at
length accomplished and accepted in England after a
severe  struggle.     Unsapped   by criticism,  undimmed
by centuries of ease and toleration, the Anglican  faith
acquired reality and earnestness from the gravity of the
European situation.    Spain threatened to enslave   the
world.     The   Catholic  reaction was rolling   spiritual
darkness, like a cloud, northward, over nations wavering
as yet between the old and the new creed.    Four years
before his birth, Loyola founded the Company of Jesus.
During his lifetime this Order invaded province  after
province, spreading like leaven through populations on
the verge of revolt against Rome.    The Council of Trent
began its sessions while he was in his cradle.    Its work
was finished, the final rupture of the Latin Church, with
Protestantism   was   accomplished,   twenty-three   years
before his death at Zutphen.    He grew to boyhood
during Mary's reactionary reign.    It is well to   bear
these dates in mind; they prove how exactly Sidney's
life corresponded with the first stage of renascent and
belligerent Catholicism.    The perils of the time, brought
fearfully home to himself by his sojourn in Paris on the
night of St. Bartholomew, deepened religious convictions
which might otherwise have been but- lightly held by
him.   Yet he was no Puritan.   Protestantism in England
had   as   yet hardly entered  upon that phase   of  its
development.     It was still   possible   to be  sincerely, if space permitted, to turn thether artificer of extraordinary fame, that made not him-
